The Many Roles of Congress Web Quest

Directions: You will need to first save this template in GoogleDocs and share the document. Follow the prompts and laid out in the Web Quest using the website specific websites. The two houses of Congress: the House and Senate have different organizations and responsibilities. Members of Congress also have some distinct roles serving as a Senator or Congressman. 

Step 1: Click on the following link to begin the Web Quest:

http://congress.indiana.edu/e-learning-module-the-many-roles-member-congress 

Step 2: You should now be at the Center on Congress at Indiana University, click on the Icon the “The Many Roles of a Member of Congress” and you can skip the intro.
Step 3: Click on the First Module ‘What does a Member of Congress do anyway?” and then click enter. Starting with National Legislator, click the arrow to the right to proceed through the list. In the following chart select 8 roles you believe are the most important and in a sentence explain why.

	Role
	Why this role is important?

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Step 4: Click to view Senators websites, and then select Leadership on the left site of the page. Answer the following questions and identify who currently holds the current leadership positions in the Senate:

	Leadership Position
	Name
	Party

	President of the Senate
	
	

	President Pro Tempore
	
	

	Majority Leader
	
	

	Democratic Whip
	
	

	Minority Leader
	
	

	Republican Whip
	
	


Select additional leadership information then click on Senate Majority and Minority Leaders: History and List summarize the history and primary roles of the Majority and Minority leaders. How would you rate the jobs the current Majority and Minority Leaders are doing?
Click on Senate Whips History and List what is the purpose of the Whips, what role do they serve for the party?

Step 5: Click on the COMMITTEES link on the top of the page, then select About The Committee System read the passage.

What is a Standing Committee?

What is a Subcommittee?

What are select and joint committees?

How do Senators get assigned to committees? 

Select Assignments and find Joseph Lieberman and Richard Blumenthal on the list of committee assignments. What are the two Connecticut Senators committee assignments? Do you think they are on important committees?

Step 6: Click on Blumenthal and Lieberman’s links, this will bring you to their Senate websites. Go to both of their Constituent Services or Services pages on their website, which Senators page is more extensive? What are some the services offered?

How many offices does each Senator have? (this can be found on the bottom of the main page)
Step 7: Return to “The Many Roles of a Member of Congress” module and select Click to View Representatives Websites click on then select Leadership on the left site of the page. Answer the following questions and identify who currently holds the current leadership positions:

	Leadership Position
	Name
	Party

	Speaker of the House
	
	

	Majority Leader
	
	

	Minority Leader
	
	

	Majority Whip
	
	

	Minority Leader
	
	

	Democratic Whip
	
	


Click on Home and then select Educational Resources then select Historical Information. Look under Leadership, Officers and Pages (1789-PRESENT)
What is the role of the Speaker of the House?

What is the role Majority & Minority Leaders?

What is the role Democratic and Republican Whips?

Assess how the House leadership, both Democratic and Republican in the recent budget battle? 

Step 8: Click on Committee Information on the top of the page and then select Committee FAQs read the descriptions of Standing, Select, Joint and Subcommittees, how are they similar and different than their counterparts in the Senate?
Step 9: Select Member Information and in the drop down menu to view Members by state, select CONNECTICUT and then view. 

How many House Reps does Connecticut have? 

Cheshire is in District 5, who the 5th district rep? 
Click on his name, what are the Committees and Subcommittees is he currently assigned too? 
Do you think these are important committees?

Follow this link back the http://www.house.gov/house/MemberWWW.shtml the House’s member page and go to Connecticut 5 District Reps website. Go to his Constituent Services page and list three services he provides and why you selected these.
How many Congressional offices does the Congressman have? 
How and why do you think this is different from Connecticut’s two Senators?

Step 10: Return to the “Many Roles of a Member of Congress” e-learning module and click continue. You should now have six options, select “If you were a freshman Member of Congress…” Select enter and follow the instructions to answer the Hypothetical questions facing a Freshman Member of Congress. 
Based on your responses did you win re-election? 
Why do you think your results were the way they turned out?  
Why do you think freshman Senators and freshmen House Members take different strategies?

Step 11: Click on the “Main Types of Members Module” this will outline the five commonly identified types of Members of Congress. Remember these are broad categories and not every member may fit neatly into one specific category.

	Role/Specialization
	Description of this role? Individuals that fit in this role? 

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Which role or roles would you be if you were a member of Congress? 

In your estimation, what specialization do you want the Connecticut members of Congress to have? 

Step 12: Return to the main menu, you will return to the E-Learning module, select “A Day in the Life Of” Click on the arrow to go through an average Member of Congress’ schedule.

Analyze the schedule of a Congressman, would you like to be a member of Congress? 

What surprised you the most about a typical schedule?

 Do you think members of Congress spend enough time doing real legislative work or are they spread too thin with other responsibilities? 
Step 13: Return to the main menu and select “A Representative Back Home” and navigate through the different activities to member of Congress does while back in the district. Select five events and list why you felt they were important, and necessary for the member of Congress to carry out back in the district.
	Event
	Why this was important or necessary 

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Step 14: Make sure that this assignment has been shared in GoogleDocs with Mr. Rheaume jrheaume@cheshire.k12.ct.us and is named YourLastName_RolesofCongress_1
